AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 24, 2003
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 9, 2003

SENATE BILL No. 842

Introduced by Senator Karnette

February 21, 2003

An act to add Section 60061.8 to the Education Code, relating to
instructional materials.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 842, as amended, Karnette. Instructional materials: universal
design.

Existing law provides for the adoption and selection of quality
instructionalmaterials for use in elementary and secondary schools, and
imposes requirements upon publishers and manufacturers of
instructional materials.

This bill would require publishers to apply universal design strategies
when creating instructional materials. The bill would also require
publishers to extend design principles of technology-based materials,
as defined, to instructional materials, and to design digital multimedia
programs intended for use by the general population of pupils in ways
that facilitate access by pupils with disabilities who are progressing in
the general curriculum.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Sectio®0061.8 is added to the Education Code,
to read:

60061.8. (a) Recognizing that the range of performance and
ability of pupils in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive,
varies greatly, publishers shall apply universal design strategies
when creating instructional materials-+atendeduse by pupils
and teachers in the public schools after January 1, 2005.

(b) “Performance and ability,” as used in this section, means
the ability to see, hear, move, read, write, attend, organize, focus,
engage, and remember.

(c) “Universal design,” as used in this section, means

integrated—design—strategidbe design of technology-based

learning resourceshat accommodate the widest range of pupils
possible —reluding-those-with-disabiliies—tntegratathout the
need for adaptation or modification. Thodesign strategies shall
be applied to print, video, audio, and digital instructional
materials, or any combination thereof.

(d) A publisher shall extend design principles of
technology-based materialgs defined by Section 60010, to
include the following:

(1) All print materials shall have sharp, clear, high congass
serif fonts comparable in shape to arial or helvetic®rint
materials designed for kindergarten-and-grades—1ahdlPuse
fonts that are at least 20 poiRtint materials designed for grade
1 shall use fonts that are at least 18 point. Print materials designed
for grade 2 shall use fonts that are at least 16 point.

(2) All video products designed for pupils in kindergarten and
grades 1 to 12, inclusive, shall be closed-captiored for
hearing-mpairedpupilexcept those portions, if any, where the
publisher does not have the rights to do so.

(3) Internetresources for pupils in kindergarten and grades 1 to
12, inclusive, shall meet or exceed standards—fer WWkdynet
accessibility, as—aset forth in Sectior—94d—efFHtHe29-o6f-the
United-States—CodB08 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794d), and regulations implementing
thatact as set forth in Part 1194 of Title 36 of the Code of Federal
Regulations
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(e) A publisher shall design digital multimedia programs
intended for use by the general population of pupils in ways that
facilitate access by pupils with disabilities who are progressing in
the general curriculum. Accessible design attributes shall be
incorporated when the specifications of the digital multimedia can
functionally accommodate features of universal design. If
technologically feasible, a publisher shall design the multimedia
program to allow the user to control sizing of images and fonts,
speed and volume of audio, colors or contrast, or both colors and
contrast, and other inherently transformable attributes, but not for
modification of content, to match individual performance and
abilities. If a publisher is not able to create a multimedia program
that satisfies the requirements of this subdivisitwe, publisher
shall provide the State Department of Education waih
alternative accessible format, such as a rich text file (RTF),

meeting—State—Department—ot—FEdueatiomlepartment
specifications-shal-be-provided-by-thepublidtano additional

cost.
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